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The Sea Cargo Charter elects new Chair and Vice Chair
Rasmus Bach Nielsen (Trafigura Maritime Logistics) was elected as Chair and Eman Abdalla 

(Cargill Ocean Transportation) was elected Vice Chair of the Sea Cargo Charter Association.

10 May 2023—At the 2023 Annual Meeting of the Sea Cargo Charter Association in Copenhagen, the 36 
Signatories elected new Steering Committee members and discussed past and future activities. In total, 12 
member companies were elected to the Steering Committee to coordinate the Association on behalf of its 
members. 

The Sea Cargo Charter is a global framework for assessing and disclosing the climate alignment of chartering 
activities. Charterers and cargo owners play an important role in the industry’s path to zero emissions. 
Transparency and standardisation are important steps on that journey for both the cargo owners and ship owners 
because it enables them to have a data-based conversation on their carbon footprint.

“I am honoured to be elected as Chair of the Steering Committee, and excited to continue all the great work that 
is already underway. The mindset regarding climate alignment has changed faster than we could have imagined 
in the past few years, and I look forward to continuing the work on global standardised and transparent emission 
reporting which will assist everyone in pushing shipping’s green transition forward,” says Rasmus Bach Nielsen, 
Global Head, Fuel Decarbonisation, Trafigura and new Chair of the Sea Cargo Charter Association.

Each year, the association publishes its Annual Disclosure Report, which details the climate impact of the 
member companies. The next report will be published on June 14.

Rasmus Bach Nielsen is replacing Jan Dieleman as Chair, stepping up from Vice Chair. Claire Wright (Shell) was 
reelected as Treasurer of the Steering Committee. 

The association has grown significantly since it was established in October 2020, but the ambition is to get many 
more new members, for example from the mining industry and from a wider geographical spread.

“We have accomplished so much with the Sea Cargo Charter in the past few years. Establishing a common, global 
baseline to assess and disclose chartering activities’ climate alignment is a critical step in the decarbonisation 
efforts of the industry as it provides insights for continuous improvements and interventions. I am confident in the 
newly elected Steering Committee and look forward to following future progress,” says Jan Dieleman, President, 
Cargill Ocean Transportation.

Eman Abdalla, Global Operations Director, Cargill Ocean Transportation was elected as new Vice Chair of the 
Association, and she looks forward to expanding the membership. 

“The Sea Cargo Charter is a critical framework that brings transparency, standardisation, and alignment to the 
shipping industry. I am honoured to be elected as Vice-Chair and look forward to working tirelessly to expand our 
membership base across industries and geographies to achieve our goal of widespread adoption, making zero 
carbon shipping a reality,” she says. 

The Sea Cargo Charter Association Steering Committee counts 14 member companies. 

The Steering Committee now consists of:

Rasmus Bach Nielsen, Trafigura (Chair); Eman Abdalla, Cargill Ocean Transportation (Vice Chair); Claire Wright, 
Shell (Treasurer); Engebret Dahm, Torvald Klaveness; Hans Christian Jensen, ADM; Heidi Aakre, Equinor; Henrik 
Røjel, Norden; Jeff Wakker, Viterra; Jürgen Willemsen, Dow; Justine Clark, Shell; Marcio Valentim Moura, Bunge; 
Martin Viquesnel, Louis Dreyfus Company; Matt Turns, Chevron; Patrick Heise, ADM; Peter Lye, Anglo American; 
Raghav Gulati, Anglo American; Seb Landerretche, Louis Dreyfus Company; Sebastien Roche, TotalEnergies.
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Global Maritime Forum act as the secretariat for the Sea Cargo Charter.  

More information about the members of the Steering Committee is available here. 

For further information, contact Head of Communications, Rasmus Nord Jørgensen at rnj@
globalmaritimeforum.org. or visit www.seacargocharter.org. 

About the Sea Cargo Charter 

The Sea Cargo Charter is a global framework for assessing and disclosing the climate alignment of chartering 
activities. It establishes a common, global baseline to quantitatively assess and disclose whether chartering 
activities are in line with climate goals set by UN maritime agency, the International Maritime Organization (IMO). 
The IMO’s initial GHG strategy prescribes that international shipping must reduce its total annual greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 50% of 2008 levels by 2050, whilst pursuing efforts towards phasing them out as soon as 
possible in this century. 

https://www.seacargocharter.org/about/governance/

